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On the UTILITY of KNEADING FLOUR atth 
BRAN-WATER. 


Copy of a Letter from the Rev. Francis Hacaitts Prebendary of 
Durham, to the Bisuor ofr Durnam. 


My Lorop, ' Nuneham, February 18, 1800, 


EE you were furprifed at receiving from me a loaf of 
bread, your furprife will ceafe when I explain my reafon 
for fending it ; in doing which I muftenter into fome fetails, 
which I am perfuaded will be far from uninterefting to your 
Lordfhip. In the courfe of reading. an old work on Rural 
Economy, I lately met with the following affertion, viz. 
That flour kneaded with bran-water will produce a more fub- 
ftantial bread, and a greater quantity of it, than is obtained 
by the common mode of baking. As the author fays nothing 
more upon the fubje&t, I conclude he wrote ina time of 
plenty ; but the information (if it fhould prove correét) ap- 
peared to me of vaft importance in thefe days of fcarcity, 
and I determined to make the experiment without delays 
Accordingly I caufed four bufhels of wheat (nine-gallon 
meafure) to be ground, and nothing but the coarfe bran taken 
out: The produce was four bufhels anda half of flour, and 
22lb. of bran. 

About ten days ago, I boiled fome'of the bran, and kneaded 
adue proportion of the flour with the ftrained liquor, and the 
refult of the experiment was fo highly fatisfa€tory, that I re- 
folved to repeat it with the moft ftri& attention, and the maft 
Icrupulous exaétnefs, The detail of this fecond experiment 
Vou. XXXV, 2E Iam 
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I am_ now about. to communicate to your Lordfhip; and 
TLiet@ehe proper: to fend you'alfo fome of the bread’ pro. 
duced by it, that you might form a judgement of its ex. 
cellence. 

Yefterday Itook 5lb. of bran, boiled it, and with the 
liquor ftrained from it kneaded 561. of flour, adding the ufual 
quantity of falt and yeaft. Whenthe dough was fufficiently 
rifen it was weighed, and divided into loaves ; the weight, 
before being put into the oven, being 93lb. 130z. or about 
8lb. 100z. more than the fame quantity of flour kneaded in 
the common way ; it was then baked two hours, and fome 
time after being drawn, the bread was weighed, and gave 
83lb. 80z.—lofs in ‘baking tolb. 5oz. The fame quantity 
of flour kneaded with common water lofes about 15lb. 11072. 
in the baking, and produces only 59lb. 80z. of bread ;— 
gain by my method 14]lb. that is, aclear increafe of one-fifth 
of the ufual quantity: of bread from a given quantity of 
flour. 

This increafe, which at firft appears aftonifhing, (fince 
only Sib of. bran: were boiled) feems to depend on a combi: 
nation of three caufes ;—-firft, the water in which the bran is 
boiled weighs half a pound more per gallon than plain 
water ; fecondly, owing to its glutinous confiftence, it is lefs 
fubjeft to evaporation by heat; thirdly, and principally, a 
greater quantity of it is neceflary to make the dough; a 
bufhel (or 561b) of flour requires three gallons (i. e. 27\b.) 
of plain water ; but it imbibed three gallons.and three quarts 
of bran, weighing 35lb. 10'0z. The bran, after being ufed 
i this way, is equally fit for many domeftic purpofes, and 
I fufpeét even more nutritious for pigs and poultry than if 
tiven to them-raw. ‘b had-the curiofity to weigh it after the 
liquor was ftrained ‘off, and found that it had gained 12Ib. 
and.if water incorporates with it in the fame manner as tt 
does with rice, why may not its nutritive power be increafed 
itt the fame manner ?. The conjetture accords, at leaft, with 
Count Rumford’s principle. ; 

But to return to my experiment: I have amufed myfelt 
with the following calculation, which perhaps will make 
your, Lordthip {mile...-The increafe of bread, by this me- 
thod, being a fifth from a given quantity of flour, the con- 
fumption of flout wouhlebe faved by it every fixth day, or 
fixtg¢ days’ in the years“: Suppofing then that the prattice 
were univerfally adopred,: and taking the confumption of 
flour in this kingdom at two hundred thoufand» bufhels: pert 
day, the annual faving would amount td twelve millions ol 

bulhels, 
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bufhels, which, at the prefent price, would coft about,ten 
millions fterling, and in ordinary times above four millions; 
Of the wholefomenefs of the bread there-ean be no doubt ; 
of its flavour you will judge by the fpeecimen I haye. fent 
you ; and I cap add from experience. that it keeps vary well. 
After my firft batch -had been baked ten days, I put a loaf 
which remained of it into my oven for about twenty minutes, 
and, being fuffered to grow cool again, it-was cut,, and had 
every appearance of new bread; nay, we even thought it 
better than it was at firft. 
J am, with true refpeé, 
Your Lordship’s dutiful 
' And obliged fervant, 
FRANCIS HAGGITT. 

The Lord Bifhop of Durham. 





Sketch of the Charaéter of the Emperor of Germany. 
By the celebrated Kotzesvue. 


HE day after my arrival in Vienna I had the honour to 
be prefented to his Imperial Majeity, and fince that time 
I have enjoyed the happinefs of approaching this noble cha- 
rafter feveral times. ~ 
I could, at this moment, almoft regret being gracioufly fa- 
voured with a penfion, as it might throw a fufpicion of flat- 
tery on my fentiments; but 1 am con{cious of never having 
fold my praife! and neither the price of 1000 florins (the 
amount of his penfion), nor that of millions, would purchafe 
it. I might avd, could be filent, fince 1 am under no obliga- 
tion to publifh my fentiments; it is from the pureft convic- 
tion, flowing from the heart and reafon, which induces me to 
maintain that Francis II. is one of the moft fincere and up- 
right individuals in his vaft dominions. “ The moft fignal of 
his virtues is juflice, which he difpenfes equally to the beggar 
and to the prince; for,twice a week, both may lay open 
their hearts before him in perfon. Nobody afks the perfon 
who wifhes to fee the Emperor what is his bufinefs with him. 
Every individual, without exception, may perfonally appeal 
to the feelings of his noble heart; and though it may ealily 
be conceived. how many foolifh applications and idle wihes 
are made in {uch audiences, fill the monarch fands on his 
legs about five or fix hours each time, and lifkens to every tale 
wih: a patient complacency. Happy the petitioner whofe 
2h 2 caule 
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¢aufe is founded on réafon and juftice, for he is fure of fuc. 
ceeding. 

With thefe princely virtues and qualities he unites, what 
is foextremely rare among fovereigns, all the private virtues 
of an amiable domeftic mind. He does not fquander away 
millions on miftreffes, nor does he ever appear with unnecef- 
fary or ufelefs pomp and magnificence. In the bofom of 
his family, he enjoys a life, fimple, quiet, and happy. 

His prefence, inftead of awe, infpires confidence. His 
conduét is fo perfeétly upright and open, that it firikes to the 
heart, as being thoroughly fincere. Whenever he fays any 
thing obliging, it is not a fine compliment, but always fome- 
thing hearty and well-meant. Is it then a wonder that I am 
fo much attached to him, and that the moment I was prefented 
to him infpired me with new hopes and courage ? 





Anecdates of the late Daniel Dancer, commonly called the 
Mifer of Harrow Weal Common, 


(Concluded from Page 164.) 


URING a period of fifty years he never kept any fe- 

male fervant, or indeed any fervant at all. At length, 
after the lofs of his filter, and within a few years of his own 
death, he took a man, called Griffiths, into his fervice ; but 
he was never known to have a domettic animal, of any kind, 
within his walls. 

Miferable and wretched as his difpofition was, he was not 
accufed of having ever committed any aft of injuftice ; on 
the contrary, he was fometimes known to have affifted thofe 
whofe ftyle of living and appearance was infinitely fuperior 
to his own. 

He had no farming bufinefs but during the time of mow- 
ing his meadows. That of his hay harveft, then, feems to 
have been the only period of the year in which his mind was 
occupied by bufinefs : and this too was the fole time in which 
jollity appeared to be familiar to his manfion; for he feemed 
then to have entirely divefted himfelf of his natural cha- 
raéter. No gentleman in the neighbourhood gave his mowers 
better beer, or greater quantity, than Daniel ‘did on tinis oc- 
cafion. It was brought from a neighbouring brewhoule ; 
tor at this time only was the beverage of our Saxon fore- 
fathers to be found within his walls, 
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On his demife, the houfe in which he died, and in which 
he was alfo born, exhibited a {peétacle of mifery and of 
terror ; for it pofleffed fo fqualid an afpe&, that no other 
perfon would have flept in it ; and was aétually fo ruinous, 
that neither bricklayer ner carpenter would have ventured to 
repair it. 

Some time before his death he left this ancient tenement, 
which, with the furrounding meadows, has been lately fold 
by Sir Henry Tempeft to the Marquis of Abercorn, on pur- 
pofe to read his willto a perfon in the neighbourhood. An 
obje€ion being made to it, on the ground that-there was no 
provifion bequeathed to his brothers, he replied, “ If I were 
of a great family, I would not difinherit the heir of the pa- 
ternal eftate—in fuch a cafe it would be wrong ; but I have 
long had it in my mind to leave what I have away from mine. 
My brothers are both old men, and have much more than they 
can {pend, or know how to make a proper ufe of; befides 
they have no children. I am afhamed of myfelf and them. 
Ihave not even improved my property ! and, were I to live 
my time over again, I would not do as I have done.” 

Mr. Dancer, as has already been obferved, kept neither 
cat nor dog, and yet rats and mice were ftrangers to his dwel- 
ling : They had furely left it “ inftin&tively,” knowing 
they mutt ftarve there. 

He entertained a moft fingular idea of a neighbouring na- 
tion, although he entered but little into political difcuffions. 
He called the French republicans, the Romans, and was fully 
prepofleffed with the belief, “* That they would, ultimately, 
over-run the world, and come and claim his lands, becaufe 
they had once belonged to a monaltery.’”’ So tully fatisfied 
was he of this faét, that he was particularly careful never to 
utter a word again{t them. 

The two following anecdotes of Daniel have been com- 
municated by a gentleman who polleffed the beft means of 
obtaining information concerning him. 

About fix years before his death, during a hot fummer’s 
day, he was obferved by a neighbour very affiduoully em- 
ployed in throwing water from a pool, by means of a frying- 
pan, onthe furrounding meadow, which happened to be 
burnt up. On being queftioned as to the objeét of his la- 
bours, he obferved, “* That he wanted a bit of nice freth 
grafs for his old horfe, for hay being then very dear, a poor 
body ought to be {paring of it.’’ The fame perfon, return- 
ing in three or four hours afterwards, found the old man in 
tears, and on inquiring the caufe, was informed, “* That he 
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had worked with the frying-pan until he was tired, when 
falling afleep on the grafs, fome rogue had ftolen a pocket: 
book from him containing 35°]. in bank notes, which he 
had received the day before for fome ricks of hay that he had 
fold.” 

Having been once reluétantly bound over by a magiftrate, 
to profecute a horfe fteale¥ at Ayletbury aflizes, he fet out 
with a ref{peétable neighbour, who undertook to accompany 
him. Himfelf and his horfe, on this occafion, exbibited a 
grote{que appearance, for the movements of the latter were 
regulated by a halter inftead of ahridle, while a fack, fattened 
yound him, ferved inflead gf a faddie; as for fhoes, this 
was a luxury that Daniel’s Rofinante had never been accufs 
tomed to. 

On their arrival at Aylefbury, having flopped at an inn of 
decent appearance, Dancer addreffed his companion in the 
following manner : 

** Pray, Sir, do you go into the honfe, order what you 
pleafe, and live like a gentleman, I wil] fettle for it readily ; 
but as for myfelf, I muft goon in my old way.” 

He accordingly did fo, for he bought a pennyworth of 
bread for himfelf, flept under his horfe’s manger, and paid 
15s. being the amount of his companion’s bill, with the ut- 
mott cheerfulnefs. 

Having faid fo much of Daniel, it may not be amifs to 
mention afew particulars about his immediate selations. 
Henry, his next brother, is an old man, and unmarried; he 
1s fuppofed to be worth 5000]. which he conceals in the true 
Dancer manner. He lives on Harrow Weal Common, tends 
fheep at fo much perday ; will hold a gentleman’s horfe for 
two pence, and return him a thoufand thanks. He com: 
monly hires his fervices out to the farmers in any way he 
may be ufeful, and in confequence of a law fuit, occafioned 
by his brether’s will, he lately repaired to London in a new 
coat, cf exactly the fame cut and colour as that ufually be- 
Rowed by the parifh. In addition to other property, he pof- 
feffes the farm of Waldos, worth about 3200}, 

Hammon Dancer, the laft of the race, is alfoan old man, 
and without children. He refides in a wretched habitation 
near Lambeth, exhibitsthe fame uniform degree of mifery as 
the other branches of his family, denies himfelf, like them, 
every comfort of life, and actually flarves with © or 7000}, 
in his poileflion. 

A little before the death of their fifter, Mifs Dancer, 
whofe life had been prolonged by the care of Lady Tempe 
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daring fix months, fhe expreffed a defire to leave an acknow- 
tedgement to the Dowager out of the 1600]. fhe had con- 
cealed in an old tattered black petticoat ; but this was pre- 
vented by the eldeft brother, who faid ** It was needlefs to 
give her a part, for fhe would have the whole when he 
died.” 

No fooner was fhe interred than Henry and Hammon ap- 
plied for their fhare of the perfonality ; but this was flurdily 
refifted by Daniel, who afferted, that he would not part with 
a penny : Obferving, “ That as fhe had nothing originally, 
all her property muft have been ftolen from him: befides, he 
had boarded her during forty years, and he could not really 
afford fuch a heavy expence under thirty pounds per an- 
pum.” 

On being threatened with a law fuit, he did not appear at 
all difpleafed at the idea ; indeed, it feemed exaétly to tally 
with his favourite maxims of concealment: He fhrewdly ob- 
ferved, “‘ That the money, in that cafe, would foon be H1D 
fo fafe among the lawyers, that none of them would be able 
to find it.” 

He was, however, prevailed upon to give his brothers 
about 4501. a-piece, and releafes were accordingly executed 
in the ufual form: But trom that time he never faw them, 
and could not bear their names to be mentioned in his pre- 
fence. 

The whole of his property, on his deceafe, amounted to 
about 10,000], a fum. which, by proper management, he 
might have doubJed, and at the fame time allowed himfelf all 
the comforts of life. 

Thus, in his,cafe, avarice was unaccompanied with that 
eagle-eved keennefs which is its ufual concomitant, and that 
{pirit.of calculation and finance, that Cocker-like knowledge 
of funds and figures, which generally occupies the daily 
labours, and flits around the pillow of the modern mifer. 





_—_—— + ——— + 


THE SYLPH; 
oO 


Tue HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
(Continued from Page 334 of our 33d Volume.) 


AN AMBIGUOUS AND ARTFUL LOVER. 
N order to avoid contufion in his narrative, the purple 
winged Auri will alfo draw into one point of view what 
he 
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he has to fay further concerning Herbert, whofe Irifh en. 
gagement and great perplexity have been already obferved ; 
together with the fingular converfation he held with Sophia 
during her walk on the Sunday afternoon, which was fo very 
particular as to divide her meditations with Colonel Benfon. 

Whenever Sophia was in company with Herbert, his at. 
tention was turned towards her with a kind of reftlefs anxiety, 
and his eyes followed her every motion with the moit fedu- 
lous obfervation. He would. often take occafion to remark 
to Lucy Vernon, “ that her friend feemed fatigued ; that 
Mifs Merton did not appear to be fo well as ufual :”’ and 
fometimes, when fhe had been engaged in dancing, he would 
fay with a toneof concern, “ thather fpirits were too great 
for her ftrength.’”’ Herbert, when converfing with Sophia, 
often contrived to fpeak of fome particular circumflances in 
his fituation, by which he let her know (very honourably) 
the fmallnefs of his fortune. In this refpeé the fylph muft 
do him juttice, although the general artifice of his behaviour 
by no means met with Auri’s approbation. 

At length Sophia obferved that Herbert became’ very at- 
tentive to the pretty brunette, Eliza Bromley, and a fine 
young woman of the fame fet, who was her conftant com. 
panion : indeed they were as remarkable for being always 
feen together in the fecond divifion of fociety in Mellford, 
as Lucy Vernon and Sophia Merton were for their attach- 
ment in the firft, and, like them, were confidered as two of 
the reigning belles. Herbert was now often feen attending 
their parties, on the fafhionable promenade, and did not ap- 
pear fo muchas formerly by the fide of Sophia, who could 
not but. notice the alteration; yet fhe alfo obferved, that 
when he was in her company his affiduous obfervation, his 
quict, grave, and accurate affiduities {till remained the fame. 

On the Sunday afternoon, Herbert’s converfation was 
more than ufually artful. A gentleman prefent had engaged 
Mifs Vernon in difcourfe on fome interefting topics, and 
Mr. Cleveland, the honeft failor mentioned at the com- 
mencement of this narrative, was alfo of the party. The 
fylph has obferved, that this gentleman had miftaken the 
{miles of fixteen for encouragement, and was extremely 
angry when he difcovered his error : however, he fo far 
forgot his refentment this evening, as.to make one in the con« 
verfation, in which, by explanatory queitions, he fo much 
afhifted the artful Herbert, that Auri began to believe he was 
not unacquainted with his views. The latter defcanted, in 
an apparently carelefs manner, on the prudence of a man’s 
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withdrawing himfelf from the fociety of the obje& he ad. 
mired, when he found he had {mall hopes of engaging her 
afle@ions : The difcourfe alfo turned on fortune, modes of 
living, &c. and Herbert candidly took occafion to fpeak of 
the manner in which he muft live, whenever he fettled. So- 
phia bore her fhare in the converfation with much fpirit ; fhe 
{poke of her ideas of fortune, &c. in terms fufficiently high 
to convince Herbert, fhe did not think of moving in the line 
which he had juft defcribed ; and yet endeavoured to avoid 
faying any thing which could offend him, as a man of {mall 
fortune. She alfo wifhed to let him fee, that he really had 
no reafon to imagine fhe entertained a partiality in his fa- 
vour; and in this very difficult undertaking fhe fucceeded 
tolerably well. 

About this time feveral of Sophia’s acquaintance attended 
at a neighbouring town, on a public event. My wardhad 
no intention of appearing there, and had even given up all 
thoughts of it; but after the proper time for her going was 
elapfed, fhe syas perfuaded to join a party who were about to 
fet out, by an elderly lady of great refpe&ability, and par. 
ticularly conneéted with her family, which circumftance in- 
duced the lady fhe refided with to confent to the ftep. No 
fooner was Sophia arrived at the place of her deitination, 
than fhe clearly perceived fhe ought not to have been there. 
This was not the firft time Auri had known elderly ladies, 
very unthinkingly, give advice to young people, without 
giving the circumftances of the cafe proper confideration, 
and thereby leading their young friends into aukward pre- 
dicaments, and making them do giddy things, which others 
wife they would never haye thought on. Herbert’s coufin 
was one of this party, and Herbert and Everard attended 
Sophia through a very unpleafant afternoon. She felt her- 
felf obliged to them for their attention ; but in the midft of 
an embarrafling accidental circumftance which occurred, fhe 
perceived a kind of ironical and very intelligent {mile pafe 
between her two beaus: If any thing had been wanting to 
accelerate her determination refpeéting thefe gentlemen, this 
obfervation would have fixed her refolves. The party foon 
after returned to Mellford; and Sophia thought this after- 
noon one of the moft unpleafant fhe had ever fpent. 

Herbert appeared to withdraw his fhort-lived attention 
from Eliza Bromley and her friend, and was once more ap« 
parently much attached to Sophia; indeed, it became fo very 
evident, that whenever fhe was prelent every body obferved, 
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** that to Herbert, Mifs Merton was always the firft obje& 
in. company.” 

One morning my ward paid a vifit to a worthy old maid of 
the name of. Saville, who to numerous good qualities joined 
a great fondnefs fora little news. The two ladies proceeded 
totakea morning walk together ; and Mifs Saville told So. 
phia, that it was reported Mr. Herbert was paying his ad- 
dreffes to her, and that the report was much credited. My 
ward took this occafion to affure the good lady of the falfe. 
hood of this piece of news, and ferioufly declared to her, 
that no fuch event as a marriage between Mr. Herbert and 
Sophia Merton was likely to take place. Mifs Saville, how- 
ever, looked as if the did not believe her,-and replied, with 
an air of incredulity, “* Well, we muft give people leave 
to talk.”’ 

Thus things went on, until fome long journies of: Her- 
bert’s (which were difcovered to terminate in crofling the 
channei to Ireland,) began to draw the notice of his acquain. 
tance; andthen the news of the day became a tale, “ that 
Mr. Herbert was engaged to an Irifh lady, and would cer- 
tainly bring his bride very fhortly to Mellford, in the vici- 
nity of which he had lately taken a houfe.” It feemed ap- 
parent that this marriage would very foon take place; and 
yet he continued to pay great attention to Sophia, even toa 
very fhort time previous to his laft journey to Ireland, and 
to addre{sto her {peeches fo very fingular, fo very particular, 
fo {full of ambiguity, that no woman who was not a fool 
could poflibly fuppofe but that ““ more was meant than met 
the ear.’’ Sophia’s behaviour was extremely guarded ; and 
ihe gave Herbert no seafon to fuppofe fhe wifhed for an ex- 
planation, and at the fame time appeared obliged to him for 
ihe polite attention he fo afliduoufly paid her. Herbert's 
warriage with his fair Irifh woman foon after took place ; 
and thus ended the hiflory of his very fingular attentions to 
my ward. 

VARIOUS OCCURRENCES. 

The fylph will now proceed to defcribe the incidents of a 
very lively winter, in which Sophia was amufed by the flir- 
tation of the butterfly Clifford, and purfued by the change- 
ful and ever varying plans of Everard, to whom the winter 
parties gave frequent opportunities of being near my ward. 
Aliliough the weekly aflemblies began in the autumn, yet 
they were confidered es a winter amufement, At the com- 
me¢pecement of thefe aflemblies, the lady with whom Sophia 
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refided permitted her to attend them, and fhe accordingly 
accompanied her friend Lucy Vernon tothe room. The 
party this evening was but fmall; my ward was, however, 
much noticed by thofe of her friends who were prefent, and 
the evening paffed off agreeably. Sophia’s admirer Everard 
was at the aflembly ; he afked my ward if fhe chofe cards, 
and on her declining to play, he gave it up alfo, and attached 
himfelf to her (although generally a whift player), and did 
not touch a card the whole evening. She behaved to him 
with great politenefs, but with great indifference, and he 
looked the image of mortified vanity. 

The annual races foon after followed. Sophia appeared 
at the balls, &c. but as nothing worthy of remark occurred, 
the fylph will pafs them over. A few days after the races, 
Mifs Vernon had a rout, where of courfe my ward made one 
of the party. Sophia, forthe firft time in her life, ventured 
to fit down to acard-table, which ftep Auri did not approve, 
as fhe was certainly too young for a whilt player. Clifford 
attended Miis Vernon’s rout, and a great deal of flirtation 
pafied between him and Sophia, who, juft recovered from the 
vexation fhe had felt about Benfon, was in much higher 
fpirits than ufual. Juft after this, Lucy Vernon Ictt Mell- 
ford, to pay avifit to fome diftant friends, as we have already 
obferved ; and during her abfence Sophia {pent much of her 
time with Mifs Saxby, an intimate acquaintance of Lucy’s 
and her’s. Clifford the butterfly paid great attention to Mifs 
Saxby, and was in habits of intimacy with her family ; he 
generally attended her parties in public : and the fylph will 
take this opportunity to give his fair pupils a definition of 
the butterfly charaéter, fo eminently exemplified in this gen- 
tleman. 


(To be continued.) 


HISTORY of the MAKING wf BRANDY. 





HE time of the invention of brandy, or ardent fpirit, 

which has had fo wonderful an influence on many arts, 
on commerce, on the habits, health, and happinefs of the 
human race, is not exaétly known. ‘That the firft was made 
by the Arabians from wine, and thence called vinum ujlum ; 
that Arabian phyficians firft employed it in the compofition 
of medicines; and that fo late as the year 1333 the manner 
of preparing it was very difficult and tedious, and ftill 
confidered by chemifts as a fecret art; appears from the 

2F 2 Writings 
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writings of Arnold de Ville Neuve, Raymond Lully, and 
Theophraftus Paracelfus: And it is without fuflicient reafon 
that fome afcribe the invention to Atnold. Alexander Taf. 
foni relates, that the Modenefe were the firft who, in Eu- 
tope, on occafion of too abundant a vintage, made and fold 
brandy in confiderable quantities. ‘The German miners had 
firft acquired the habit of drinking it; and the great con. 
fumption of and demand for this liquor foon induced the 
Venetians to participate with the Modenefe in the new lucra. 
tive art and branch of commerce. However, it appears, 
that brandy did not come into general ufe till towards the end 
of the fifteenth century ; and then it was, ftill called burnt 
wine. 

The firft printed books which make mention of brandy, 
recommended it as a prefervative againft moft difeafes, and as 
2 means to prolong youth and beauty. Similar encomiums 
have been beftowed on tea and coffee ; and people became fa 
much habituated to thefe liquors, that they at lait daily drank 
them merely on account of th-ir being pleafant to their palate, 
in the reformation of the Archbifhopric of Cologne, in the 
firft quarter of the fixteenth century, no mention is made of 
brandy ; although it muft certainly have been named there, 
if it had then already been ufed in Welftphalia. 

William II, Landgrave of Heffe, about the commence. 
ment of the fixteenth century, ordered that no feller of 
brandy fhould fuffer it to be drunken in his houfe—and that 
no one fhould be allowed to offer 1 for fale before the church 
doors on holidays. In 1524, Philtp Landgrave of Heffe 
totally prohibited the vending of burnt wine.—But in the 
sorddle of the fixteenth century, when Baccius wrote his 
Hiftory of Wine, brandy was every where in Italy fold 
under the name of agua witts or vite, Under King Erick 
it was introduced into Sweden, For along time this liquor 
was diftilled only from fpoilt wine; afterwards from the 
dregs, &c. of beer angl wine ; and when inftead of thefe the 
diftillers employed rye, wheat, and barley, it was confidered 
as a wicked and unpardonable mifufe of corn; it was feared 
that brandy made from wine would be adulterated from malt 
fpirits ; and an idea prevailed, that the grains were noxious 
to cattle, but efpecially to fwine ; whence originated among 
men that foath{ome and contagious difleafe, the leprofy. Ex- 
prefsly for thefe reafons, burnt wine was, in January, 1595, 
forbidden to be made in the Electorate of Saxony, except 
only from wine lees and thedregs of beer. 
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In 1582, brandy was prohibited at Francfort on the 
Mayne, becaufe the barber-furgeons had reprefented that it 
was noxious in the then prevalent fatal diforders. From the 
fame caufe, the prohibition was renewedin 1605. With aito- 
nifhing rapidity has. thelove of brandy and ardent fpirit in ges 
nerai {pread over all parts of the world ; ‘and nations the molt 
uncultivated and the moft ignorant, who can neither reckon nor 
write, have not only comprehended the method of diftilling 
it, but even had ingenuity enough to apply tothe prepara- 
tion of itthe produéis furnifhed by their own country .——Malt 
{pirits and French brandy, which, when both are pure, are 
however alike in their component parts, may with the greateft 
certainty be diftinguifhed by the tafte of what is left atter 
burning them. Of the latter, this watery remainder is tharp, 
naufeous, and almoft four ; but what is left after burning 
the malt {pirits, excites a tafle of burnt, or at leaft roafled, 
neal. 





~ 


Account of the Minftrels and Players of former Times. 


[From Strutt’s View of the Drefs and Habits of the People of 
England. } 


INSTRELS and players were formerly retainers in 
the houfes of the nobility ; They wore the livery and 
badges of the mafler to whom they belonged; and, under 
that fanétion, travelling from place to place, exhibited their 
performances for hire. Inthe reign of Queen Mary, a re- 
monftrance fromthe Privy Council was prefented to the 
Lord Prefident of the North, ftating, “ That certain lewd,” 
that is, diffolute or ignorant, “ perfons, to the number of 
fix or feven in a company, naming themfelves to be the fer, 
vants of Sir Francis Lake, and wearing his livery, or badge, 
upon their fleeves, have wandered aboutghefe north parts, re- 
prefenting certain plays and interludés, reflecting on her 
Majefty and King Philip, and the formalities of the mals,”-= 
Thefe, according to Warton, were “ family-minftrels, or 
players, who were conftantly diftinguifhed by their mafter’s 
livery or badge.”—In confequence of the above remon- 
ftrance, Sir Francis Lake was enjoined to corre& his fervants 
fo offending. 
be In former times,” favs an author who wrote in the 
reign of Queen Elifabeth, ““ anobleman’s houfe was a com- 
mon wealthe in itfelfe ; but fince the reteining of thefe cater- 
pullers,” 
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pillers,"” meaning the vagrant players, “ ihe credite of 
noblemen hath decaied, and they are thought to be covetous, 
by permitting their fervants, which cannot live of them- 
felves, and whome, for nceernefs, they will not maintain, to 
live at the devotion or almes of other men, pafling from 
countrie to countrie, from one gentleman’s houfe to another, 
offering their fervice ; which is a kind of beggarie ; who, 
indeede, to {peake more trulic, are become beggers for their 
fervants : for, commonlie the good wil men bear to their 
lordes makes them drawe the ftringes of their purfes to ex. 
tend their liberalities to them, where otherwife they would 
not.” . 

Under the appellation of minftrels, no doubt, was included 
all fuch perfons as fludied mufic profeffionally, and per- 
formed for pay. It feems certain, that fome peculiar kind of 
drefs was generally adopted by thefe melodious itinerants ; 
and, from feeing them frequently depiéted in habits altoge- 
ther different from thofe in common ufage, Lam Iced to con- 
clude that, in addition totheir mufical talents, they often ex- 
hibited certain tricks of buffoonery, to which the quaintnefs 
of their drefs was accommodated ; we may then confider 
them asa kind of mimics; and probably they were the pri- 
mitive introducers of the ftrange difguifements that make up 
the medley of a modern mafquerade ; and, by fucha double 
exhibition, the exertions of a fingle minftrel might afford no 
{mall degree of merriment to minds unprepared for any fu- 
perior {pecies of entertainment. We frequently find them 
In company With other drolls, whofe performances confifted 
of dancing, of tumbling, or of balancing, to the mufic. It 
appears, indeed, that dancing and tuinbling, in former times, 
differed but little, if at all, from each other; at leaft, they 
feem to be often confounded: A remarkable inftance occurs 
to my memory.—lIn a {plendid mannfcript, written and illu. 
minated at the commencement of the thirteenth century, 
which contains a fhagt Bible hiftory, embellifhed with many 
curious paintings, there is one picture reprefenting the 
daughter of Herodas inthe prefence of Herod ; but, inftead 
of dancing, according to our acceptation of the word, fhe is 
literally tumbling, or making a fomerfault, with her hands 
upon the ground, 





A REFLECT I-ON. 
Cprinion is, when the affent of the underftanding is fo 
far gained by evidence of probability, that it rather in- 
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clines to one perfuafion than to another, yet not altogether 
without a mixture of uncertainty and doubting. 


—<s 








State of the ancient City of Ferufalem, in the Year 1797¢ 
[From Browne’s Travels into Egypt and Syria. ] 


Maoft confefs the afpe& of Jerufalem did not gratify my 
expe@ation. On afcending an hill, diftant about three 
‘miles, this celebrated city rofe to view, feated on an emi- 
nence, but furrounded by others of a greater height, and its 
walls, which remain tolerably perte¢ct, form the chief obje& 
in the approach. They are conftruéted of a reddifh ftone. 


‘As the day was extremely cold; and fnow began to fall, the 


profpeé& was’ not fo interefting as it might have proved at a 
more favourable feafon. 

Mendicants petfeétly fwarm in the place, allured by the 
hope of alms‘trom the piety of the pilgrims. The religious 
of the Terra Santa retatn’ great power; and. there is one 
manufa€ture that flourifhes in the utmoft vigour, namely, that 
of reliques, crucifixes inlaid with mother-of-pear!, chaplets, 
and the like. Yet the church of the Holy Sepulchre is fo 
much neglefted, that the {now fell into the middle; the 
beams, faid to be cedar, are falling, and the whole roof is in 
a ruinous flate. The Armenian Convent is elegant, and fo 
extenfive, as to prefent accommodation for no lefs than a 
thoufand pilgrims. 

During twelve or thirteen days, a very deep {now lay upon 
the ground. The Catholic Convent has a large fubterra- 
neous ciftern, into which the {now melting from the roof, and 
other parts, is conveyed, and fupplies the monks with water 
for a great portion of the year. 

The beft view of Jerufalem is from the Mount of Olives, 
on the eat of the city. In front isthe chief mofque, which 
contains, according to the tradition of the Mahomedans, the 
body of Solomon. From the fame Mount may be difco- 
vered, in a clear day, the Dead Sea, nearly fouth-eaft, re- 
fle€ting a whitifh gleam. The intervening region appears 
very rocky. 

The Tombs of the Kings, fo denominated, are worthy of 
remark, being of Grecian fculpture, and on a hard rock. 
There are feveral ornaments on the farcophagi, of foliage 
and flowers, and each apartment is fecured with a maflive 
panneled door of ftone. Great ravages have been made here 
in 
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in fearch of treafure. Thefe tombs have, probably, been 
conftruéted in the time of Herod and his fucceflors, Kings 
of Judea. 

At about the diftance of two hours, or fix miles, ftands 
Bethlehem, in a country happy in foil, air, and water. The 
latter is conveyed in a low aqueduét, or ftone channe!, which 
formerly paffed to Jerufalem. The fons /ignaius, is an 
exuberant fpring ; itis received fucceflively by three large 
cifterns, one of which is well preferved. In coming from 
the ciflerns, and at a finall diftance, is feen what is termed 
the Delicia Solomonis, a beautiful rivulet, which flows mur- 
murivg down the valley, and waters in its courfe fome gar- 
dens of excellent foil. The brinks of this brook are adorned 
with a variety of herbage... Olives, vines, and fig-trees, 
flourifh abundantly in the neighbourhood. The olive trees 
are daily decreafing in number, as they are facrificed to the 
perfonal enmities of the inhabitants, who meanly feek re- 
venge by fawing down in the night thofe that belong to their 
adverfaries. As this tree.is of flow growth, it is feldom re- 
placed. A more plealing obje& arifes in the convent here, 
which contains under one roof the different tenets of Latins, 
Armenians, and Greeks. 

About the fame diftance from Jerufalem, towards the wil- 
dernefs, is the Convent of St. John, fituated in the mid of 
a romantic country, ftudded with vines and olive trees. In 
the village of St. John and its diftriét, the Mahomedans form 
the greater part of the population. 

The mode of agriculture here purfued may be worthy of 
obfervation. As the country abounds in abrupt inequalities, 
little walls are eretted, which fupport the foil and form nar- 
row teriaces. Small ploughs are ufed, drawn by oxen, and it 
requires no flight dexterity in the driver to turn his plough, 
and avoid damaging the walls. The foil, thus fecuged, is 
extremely favourable to cultivation. The breed of black 
cattle is, in general, diminutive. Horfes are few in number, 
and aflcs, refembling the European, are cbietly ufed for tra- 
velling. 

We may fafely eftimate the prefent population of Jerufa- 
mat irom eighteen to twenty thoufand. It is governed by 
an Aga, appointed by the Pafhaot Damafcus; but he is al- 
lowed fo few troops, that all Palelline may be regarded as in 
ine power of the Arabs. ‘The Chriftian women, who abound 
in Jerufalew, wear white veils asa diftingétion from the Ma- 
hLomedan, who wear other colours. Arabic is the general 
language, cxcept among the Armenians and Grecks. 

b EXTRAORDINARY 
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EXTRAORDINARY EFFECT of TERROR. 


T is related of the late lovely and unfortunate Maria An- 
toinette, Queen of Franee, that during the night of her 
arre{t and confinement i in a Common prifon, her hair became 
grey. We have heard of other extraordinary and fingular 
effe&ts of grief. The following account of the confequence 
of terror is moft creditably authenticated ; 

Two eagles, in one of the wildeft parts of the county of 
Clare, in Ireland, had for fome time depredated on the neigh- 
bourhood, and frequently bore away lambs, kids, &c. for the 
fuftenance of their young. Some perfons determined, if 


. poflible, to prevent an increafe of their misfortunes, by ob- 


taining the young birds, afcended the mountain on which 
the eagles bred, and found that the neft was in a part of the 
rock perpendicular, néar 100 feet below the fummit, and 
about 390 above the fea, which, with terrifi¢ noife and ap- 
pearance, dafhed againft its bafe. They had provided them- 
felves with ropes, and a lad, armed with a fcymetar, was by 
this means lowered by the reft. He arrived in fafety at the 
neft, where, as he expefted, he was attacked with infinite 
fury by one of the old eagles, at which he made a ftroke 
with his {word, and nearly cut afunder the rope by which he 
was fufpended. He defcribed his {late to his cqmrades, and 
waited in horrible expeétation that the divifion of the cord 
would precipitate him to the bottom; but fortunately it res 
mained firm, and he was cautioufly and fafely hauled up; 
when it was found that his hair, which a quarter of an hour 
before had been of a dark auburn, had, in this fhort period, 
become perfe&lly grey. 





A CHARADE, éby Paul Ninnis, of St. Auftell, 


N battle ftrong, where Mars tremendous reigns, 
Where many brave courageous men are flain, 
My ruthlefs firft in plenty there are found 
To fpread defpair and defolation round. 


My ulclefs next with eafe is foon explor’d, 
If you will {crutinize your kitchen board ; 
Or any place where boards or wood are feen, 
My well known fecond will be found I ween. 


Ingenious gents. whoare for fame a-thirft, 
You'll find my whole doth ornament my firft. 
VoL. XXXV, 2G POETRY, 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 


COLIPRIEST HILL,* 
In Imitation of Dyer’s Grongar Hill. 





S feated on this mountain's brow 
I view the landfcape firetch’d below, 

View the river, field, and fky, 

View thetrav"ller paffing by ; 

See the ftately dome arife, 

‘There the cottage meets my eyes; 

Sing, Oh mule! thevaried fcene, 

Let no hindrance intervene. 


Half expos’d the town appears, 
There the church its fabric rears; 
Rifing hills ob{cure the fight, 

Deck’d with treesof foliage bright; 
See the fir, the oak, the yew, 

The beech, the elm, and laurel too, 
Rear their heads with verdant green, 
And deck the Leauteous varied {cene. 


Now beyond the town I view 
Exe its rapid courfe purfue, 
Serpentine by level meads, 

The ttream tranflucent nature leads 3 
Wahhes with its cryftal flood, 
Where the ancient caftle ttood ; 
Whofe remains unfeen to me 
Prove its great antiquity. 

There the ivy fondly twines ; 
There the aged elm reclines. 

But a manfion new and neat, 
Now appears with graceful ttate ; 
There the Carews now refide, 
And in peaceful {plendours glide. 


Borne on wings of fofteft down, 
With flowing veil, and ambient crawn, 
Fancy, changing maid! appears, 
Here her pleafing form fhe rears ; 
Hiiftory attends her flight, 
And recalls the antient fight ; 
Now, 


* Coliprieit igthe feat of Thomas Phillips, Efq. near Tivesion. 
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Now, methinks! I fee the brave 
Find beneath thofe walls a grave; 
See each fiege the place has known, 
When Bellona rear’d her throne. 
Oh! did men their intereft fee, 

All in peace and love agree ; - 
Here would concord haply dwell, 
Nox man his fellow man repel. 


See where induftry appears, 
In the fabric genius rears ; 
There the pallid child of want, 
Earns its humble pittance fcant; 
There the fons of labour too, 
Thro’ the day their toilpurfue; 
Oh! would commerce, with her train, 
Smile on this lov’d ifle again ! 
Oh! would peace, her parent, come, 
Here would plenty fix her home; 
And happinels o’erfpread the land, 
And ev’ry brealt with joy expand. 


Near this penfive, mofly feat, 
Phillips owns a {weet retreat 3 
Simply buiit, yet ftately too, 
Coliprie appears to view; 

Oh! what imiling, happy hoars, 
Have I fpent befide thy bowers ; 
Oft at noon, at pérfe&t day 

When Phoebus theds his fervid ray, 
Have | trod, with friendly talk, 
Each fequefter’d, fhady walk; 

And when evening hhades prevail 
Oft I've wander’d thro’ the vale; 
Or by contemplation led, 

Here I've woo’d the filent maid; 
Could I with a Dyer’s pen 

Paint the ever lovely fcene; 

Could I draw, with profpect ftrong, 
Every charm which claims my fong, 
Then, beneath this beechen fhade, 
Oft I’d feek the mufe’s aid ; 

Oft implore thac facred fire, 
Which fublimer ftrains infpire. 


But my weak, unkkilful mufe, 
Still the pleafing theme purfues 5 
Still, by roving fancy led, 
Wanders thro’ the fow’ry meads 3 
Still the views the Exe’s tide, 
Sees the Lummon {moothly glide 
Enters now the diftant wood, 
Rifing from therapid flood ; 
Follows thro’ the winding road, 
Oft by wand’ring lovers trod; 
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Now fhe feeks the fhady grove, 
Where I often mufing rove ; 
Points to where the woolly fheep 
Nip the vale, or climb the feep ; 
And thews where yonder rifing hill 
Bounds the lovely profpec ftill. 


But the folar god of day 
Now withdraws his lengthen’d ray ; 
Somnus {preads his fhades around, 
And nature wraps in gloom profound 3 
Morpheus, with defpotic {way, 
Bids the herd his laws obey ; 
Now all is funk to peaceful reft 
Within the fhades of Colipriett. 


Tiverton. B. B, 






















ODE on CHARITY. 
By G. Drage. 


H thou! whofe eye of f{miling love, 
Out-thines yon eye-lids of the day ; 
Whofe bofom no rude tumults move, 
Whofe form no pencil can pourtray : 
So bright thine eye, thy form fo fair, 
Beauty herfelf feems flation’d there., 


Hail, charity ! thou faireft, beft, 
Adorn’d with virtae’s peerlefs crown: 
And wont, array’d in fimpler veft, 
To beam with luitre of thine own. 
Still lec thy breaft with rapture glow, 
But iparea figh for human woe. 


Sweeter thy breath than gales that play, 
Where tummer flowers their odours fling 5 
Nor is fo foft the voice of May, 
With all the choir of tuneful fpring. 
The fmile that on thy cheek is feen, 
Befpeaks a paradife within. 


Oh! {till thy facred form difplay ; 

Near theea balm fhall forrow find ; 
Still, like the golden orb of day, 

Reign the warm friend of human kind! 
And let thine hand to all impart, 
Fair emblems of an open heart. 





EPIGRAM. 


UT one bad woman at a time 
On earth arifes— 
That every one thould think be has her, 
J own turprifes. 
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